Muscular and Skeletal Systems
Principal Word Parts

	Combining Forms
	

	Ankyl(o)
	Stiff

	Arthr(o), articul(o)
	Joint; articulation

	Aut(o)
	Self

	Blast(o)
	Embryonic form

	Burs(o)
	Bursa

	Calc(i)
	Calcium

	Calcane(o)
	Heel bone

	Carp(o)
	Wrist

	Chondr(o)
	Cartilage

	Clavicul(o)
	Clavicle

	Coccyg(o)
	Coccyx

	Cost(o)
	Ribs

	Crani(o)
	Cranium

	Fasci(o)
	Fascia

	Femor(o)
	Femur

	Fibul(o)
	Fibula

	Humer(o)
	Humerus

	Ili(o)
	Ilium

	Ischi(o)
	Ischium

	Lumb(o)
	Lower back

	Muscul(o)
	Muscle

	Myel(o)
	Bone marrow or spinal cord

	Orth(o)
	Straight

	Oste(o)
	Bone

	Patell(o)
	Patella

	Pelv(i)
	Pelvis

	Phalang(o)
	Phalanges

	Pub(o)
	Pubis

	Rach(i), rachi(o), spin(o)
	Spine

	Radi(o)
	Radius (sometimes, radiant energy)

	Sacr(o)
	Sacrum

	Spondyl(o), vertebr(o)
	Vertebrae

	Stern(o)
	Sternum

	Synov(o), synovi(o)
	Synovial membrane

	Tars(o)
	Tarsus (sometimes, edge of eylid)

	Ten(o), tend(o), tendin(o)
	Tendon

	Tibi(o)
	Tibia

	Troph(o)
	Nutrition

	Uln(o)
	Ulna

	Viscer(o)
	Viscera 



	Prefixes
	

	Ab-
	Away from

	Ad-
	Toward

	Infra-
	Situated below

	Meta-
	Change or next

	Retro-
	Backward or behind

	Super-
	Above or excess

	Supra-
	Above

	Syn-
	Joined; together




	Suffixes
	

	-asthenia
	Weakness

	-blast
	Embryonic form

	-clasia
	Break

	-desis
	Binding; fusion

	-malacia
	Abnormal softening

	-sarcoma
	Malignant tumor from 
connective tissue

	-schisis
	Split

	-trophy
	nutrtion



