Who cares about Biodiversity?
Name ___________________________________________ Hour ____________ Score ___________
Part 1
Today you are going to use the internet to explore extinct and endangered species.  Start at the following website: http://www.tramline.com/tours/sci/endanger/_tourlaunch1.htm .  Read the directions on this page to find out how to navigate around the site.  As you go through the virtual field trip, you will be directed to many different sites.  You can hit the back button on your web browser at anytime and it should not exit you from the field trip website.  If it does, simply return to the link above and click on the stop you were on. At each stop, please fill out the questions on this page.
Stop #1
1. What is an endangered species? __________________________________________________________ 
2. What is a threatened species? ___________________________________________________________ 
Stop #2: Read the facts about endangered species.  Then scroll down the page to answer these questions.
3. How many species are endangered in the United States? 
a. Animals: _____________		b. Plants ____________
4. Write down 2 facts about endangered species. ___________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is an extinct species? _____________________________________________________________
6. What is a vulnerable species? ___________________________________________________________
7. How does a species get on the endangered list? _____________________________________________
8. What is a recovery plan? _______________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________
9. How well do you think recovery plans are working? _________________________________________
Stop #3
10. List 5 reasons species become endangered. ___________________________________________________________________________________
11. What is the primary cause of endangerment? ___________________________________
12. What is a native species? _____________________________________________________________
13. How are exotic species introduced to an area? _____________________________________________  
14. What does overexploitation mean? _______________________________________________________
15. What are 2 examples of overexploitation? __________________________________________________


Stop #4
16. What is biodiversity? __________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________
17. How many species do scientists estimate are going extinct every day? __________
18. What are 2 causes of past mass extinctions? ________________________________________________
19. What is the cause of species extinction today? ______________________________________________
Stop #5: Read about the gorillas that were taught sign language. And click on the link at the bottom of the page “gorilla facts” to answer the following question.
1. What are the biggest threats to gorillas? ________________________________________________________
2. How long can gorillas live? ________________________
3. List 2 other facts about gorillas. 
a. _______________________________________________________________ 
b. _______________________________________________________________
Stop #6
4. Name the 5 main reasons people are worried about having more and more endangered species. _____________________________________________________________________________________
5. Which of the reasons listed on the page do YOU think is the most important reason to save endangered species? _______________________________________________________________________________________
Stop #7 
20. How many endangered or threatened species are listed for Utah? ___________
21. Name one plant and one animal that is listed as endangered in Utah. 
a. Plant: _____________________________________
b. Animal: _______________________________________
22. Pick 6 other states and list the number of endangered species for each state.
a. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
b. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
c. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
d. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
e. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
f. State _______________________ Number of endangered species __________
Stop #8 Click on any 3 of the animals on the page that you are interested in reading about. (There are a lot if you scroll down). Answer the following about each of the animals you chose. 
23. Place: __________________ Animal: _________________
Reason for endangerment: __________________________________________
24. Place: ______________________________________ Animal: ________________________
Reason for endangerment: __________________________________________
24. Place: ______________________________________ Animal: ________________________
Reason for endangerment: __________________________________________
26. Click on What is the Endangered Species Act .What is the Endangered Species Act and when was it passed? _______________________________________________________________________________
Stop #10
27. Where are bald eagles found? __________________________________________________________
28. What year did bald eagles become endangered? _____________
29. As of 1995, what is the bald eagles status? ____________________________________
Stop #11
30. How do scientists track animals with satellite? ______________________________________________ 
31. What are 2 things scientists find out when they track animals by satellite? ____________________________________________________________________________________
Stop #12
32. What did Jane Goodall do? (summarize the article) ___________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2
Whether you care about maintaining biodiversity or not, you get the opportunity in this assignment to evaluate the biological, aesthetic, ethical, and economic reasons for maintaining biodiversity. ASSIGNMENT: Research on the internet and evaluate the biological, aesthetic, ethical, and economic reasons for maintaining biodiversity.  Mrs. Cowley has links to helpful websites on her school website. 
· Biological could mean anything from medicine to maintaining biodiversity in an ecosystem
· Aesthetic means related to beauty.
· Ethical means related to morals, values and rules.  Is it right or wrong morally?
· Economic could mean production, money, use of resources, or anything along those lines.
1. Biological reasons to maintain biodiversity. Is maintaining biodiversity important for the biosphere? Why or why not? Explain in full sentences. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Aesthetic reasons to maintain biodiversity. Aesthetic refers to beauty. Is maintaining biodiversity important for aesthetic reasons? Why or why not? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Ethical reasons for maintaining biodiversity. Ethical arguments refer to what is right and what is wrong. Is it ethical to reduce biodiversity? Why or why not? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Economic reasons for maintaining biodiversity. Economics deal with money. Is it economical to maintain biodiversity? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How are humans reducing the amount of biodiversity there is on Earth? Give at least 2 ways. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What is your opinion? What do you think? Why? Be sure to include reasons for your opinion. Should we maintain biodiversity or not? 
· Should we maintain biodiversity at all costs, no matter what?
· Should we maintain biodiversity in some cases and not others? 
· When should biodiversity be maintained? When is biodiversity to be sacrificed to other considerations?
· Should biodiversity be ignored when making decisions about land use? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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